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Context
« Compared to many metropolitan areas, in small and medium-sized cities (SMC) as well
as in rural areas,
« car dependency is higher,
» public transport services (PTS) are sparser and of lower service quality,
« the economics of current PTS are worse and

« the driver shortage problem appears to be more urgent.

« Automated mobility, especially as enabler of new, more flexible, affordable, climate-
friendly public transport services has the potential to change this

« But: The majority of research & deployment projects is focusing on metropolitan areas.
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Some possible reasons
« AV Technology not ready (yet) for application in SMC/rural conditions?
 No clear business case — no private investment

* Lessresources in SMC/rural administrations — no capacity as system builder, weaker
political lobbying and support capabilities

« Less civil society pressure, few advocacy groups, stronger need for inter-community
and inter-level coordination, in some cases across different political majorities

« Different practices and experiences in/with in organizing, financing and operating public
transport services
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Outline of this session:

« Part 1: 4 (different?) perspectives on AV-based PTS from different angles

« Marianne Ryghaug (Professor @ Sintef, Norway): Introducing the topic with a researcher’s
perspective

* Klaus Detlev Huge (Mayor of Bad Schonborn, Germany): Perspective of a small community
« Laura Babio (POLIS, EC): Perspectives of local and regional authorities

« Matthieu Graindorge (City of Helmond, The Netherlands): Perspective of a medium-sized
city

« Part 2: Panel discussion and audience participation time
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Mentimeter: (1 = strongly disagree — 5 = strongly agree)

* (Citizens of small and medium-sized municipalities will benefit most from
AV-based public transport services (AV-PTS) than those living in
metropolitan areas.

* Public institutions should leave the development of AV-PTS to the
market and refrain from interfering

* European and national policymaking should better enable public
institutions in SMC/rural in order to accelerate AV deployment for PTS
in the EU

* Current acceptance issues will disappear as soon as the general public
will experience the everyday benefits of AV-PTS.
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